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PROCEEDI NGS
LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: Today is Saturday 14
June, 2003, and the time is 13:40 |ocal tine.
Li eutenant Bill Linmbaugh, Chief Warrant
O ficer Russ Bodd, and M. Mark Ham ett,
interviewing the incident aboard the Takki Too.
EXAM NATI ON OF MARK HAMLETT:
Q How ol d are you, M. Hamett:
| am 53 this year
Q Fifty three.
Do you hold any mariner |licenses?

A Yes. | hold a Marine Board Certificate.

Q A Marine Board Certificate. OCkay. From
the State of Oregon?

A From the State of Oregon

Q Where were you in the relation when the
i nci dent happened, where were you on the boat?

A We had been sitting inside the actual
jetty probably, end of the jetty, probably a quarter
mle for close to an hour, circling, watching to see
if it was going to lay down. | had watched three
ot her boats go out and had heard conversations from
two of the skippers, one saying that he had to try
to mss a log, and got hit with a pretty good wave
and he said that it wasn’'t worth it. The next one
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out --

Q Do you know what vessel it was?

A That was the Norwester.

Q Nor west er, okay.

A The next one out was sonmething Pilot.

Q Cakl and Pil ot.

A OGakland Pilot. It was a gray boat. The

Cakl and Pil ot went out and the way the radio
message, if it was truly him the radi o nessage cane
back that soneone had taken a wave and soneone fell
and broke out a window with an el bow. Okay. So, we
are still sitting inside, and the D& went out, they
started, started out under little bit earlier
conditions and were in-between sets, they made it
out, made it pass the north jetty and | never did
receive a radio confirmation fromthemdirectly.

We at that point started headi ng towards
the jetty point on the south side of the north
jetty, and well, probably within an eighth nmle or
| ess of jaws, and he, the captain and | had had an
earlier discussion that the sneakers were rolling on
about fifth set. And he was watching, it |ooked
li ke there was a possibility it was going to |ay
down. As he started to go, it didn't ook good to
me on the first two or three waves, and he got into
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sone debris, some |ogs, sone |ogs, sone debris out
there. He had to back out of it. And he |ost
power. He powered up back up to go over to the next
two waves, which got bigger, and the third wave, we
were just about at the tip of the jetty and as he
started to go, he tried to either run the trough or
tried to just get around the tip of the jetty, and
it rolled up to about 20 feet as the sneakers, and |
saw it comng. W were inside, | sawit com ng
There was no place to go. The boat rolled twice, it
cane to rest basically upside down. There was
probably four feet of air space at the -- ny son, ny
son-in-law, his father, nyself and two ot her guys
were in the cabin, and sonmewhere along the way ny
youngest son got back into the cabin. | was
standi ng next to the table seat where all the life
jackets, and | started pulling life jackets out and
started distributing themto everybody.
Q That was while you were upside down?
A Upside down in the air pocket.

We were trying to watch for lights and we
were trying to wi ndows. We were talking about
wi ndows, trying to get out, trying to figure out
where the door was. Al'l of the coolers and the
seat pads and anything else that would float, was a

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

hi ndrance to any kind of novement. The boat rolled
up a couple of tines, you know, we are out there in
washi ng machine. And the boat rolled up enough to
where ny son, who had gotten, | could hear him say
there is a window, and ny ol der son and Brian were
able to get out. Now exactly how they got out,

don’t know. | could not see. Wen ny ol der son,
think he went out first, Brian, ny

son-in-law went out next and then | heard ny son,
Daniel, trying to get Brian's dad to cone with him
to go out. At this point | amstill in the bough of
t he boat and can’t get pass all the debris.

Q You nmean to go aft.

A Yeah, | could go aft towards the w ndow or
anything el se because of the debris at that point.
The floating stuff.

Q Yes.

A At that point | heard nmy son yelling one
nore time and | basically hear a npan frommy son-
in-law s father, and heard nothing else. At that
point | was probably, it seened |like an hour, but I
was probably in the bough of the boat for between
five to 10 m nutes nore, and it progressively got,

t he bough was staying afl oat because of the air, but
it was, you know, in the chop and in the swells and
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everything else. | basically sat there and said,
okay, God, it is my time, and you know, it is tine.

| had no idea where ny kids were or where anybody
was. | think we probably hit bottom on one of the
swel | actions. The boat rolled over to the
starboard, where the wi ndows were, you know, | am
standing on the, on the top deck of the boat, on the
flying bridge, underneath side of the flying bridge.
And | think what happened is as the swell, the
ground swell went back out, the boat cut enough of
the bottomthat |I could see a window, and |I could
see the wi ndow was broken out. And the next tinme it
did that, it was a small wi ndow and | couldn’t get
out with ny life jacket, so | took it off ny head,
and went out the windowwith it in ny hand. And
ki nd of got hung up on the guard rail as | went out
and once | got out, and got away fromthe boat, |
was able to put the life jacket back over ny head,
not strapped and at that point | just |ocked ny arns
around it and realized that, you know, | was not in
a position anynore, that | was going to go down with
it. 1 was out of it, and | grew surfing in Los
Angel es, and | just let the waves take me from
there. And at sone point, | could see where | was,

| could see that | was nowhere near the jetty, and
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could see Tillambok Head area and | knew I was goi ng
the right way. And | just let it kind of go and I
touched bottom and | went, okay. And | let nyself
float on in on the next, the next wave. And once |
could stand up, | stood up and wal ked until | got to
about knee, knee high and | couldn’t nove no nore.
| was standing there going --

Q Ckay. Where was the master, was he on the
flying bridge operating or was he in the --

A The captain was the flying bridge.

Q The flying bridge.

A Most of the way out, | stood on the
starboard side.

Q You di d.

A And spoke, carried conversations with him

and the deck hand, Tam .

Q From up, goi ng back, you were down bel ow.
A | was standi ng, yeah, we were --

Q Okay.

A And | carried on conversations.

Q Wth hinf

A He made nention of the fact, that what |
saw in the sneakers, and what | saw in the swells,
had di scussed the fact of what tinme |ow ti de was

conplete and what time incom ng tide should have
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been runni ng.
Q The code is one, seven, three, nine.
A And we did discuss that. And --
Q Ckay. Did he give any pre briefs,

anyt hing, any pre briefs?

A He gave all the safety pre briefs.
Q Okay.
A There woul d have been -- briefs. | do

bel i eve that, one thing that he should have done,
when he made the judgenent call, | mean, going out
over the bar, the judgenment call at any tinme, | wear
a PFD in ny bass boat all the time because of the
speed | go and because of where | go in the Colunbia
River and the way it can get |ike the ocean. |
think the judgenent call was poor in that he did not
request everyone to put on life jackets before he
made the run. And | believe that turning, making
your turn north around the jetty, was taking the
waves head on, and you know, keeping it in control
woul d have been the better part of what shoul d have
been done. It was literally after the second, after
the second roller, when that third one crested, |
honestly, | saw it com ng. And when he turned to
the west, fromthe west to the north to try roll
around it, and it just, | knew it was --
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Q Were you conpl etely broadsi ded?
A Yes.
Q Okay.
| don’t think we had had quarter turned
off of, off of parallel to the -- | don’'t think,

don’t think we had gotten that far away.

Q Was anybody el se talking to the nmaster,
conveyi ng any warni ngs or about the crossing?

A No one, he was on the flying bridge. He
was up there with Tam . They were discussing, they
were watching. | was watching, as | did a small
amount of commercial fishing out of Brooking in the
*70s, and | have been out on a few of the other days
on the coast and | have been out of nost every, had
a job on the coast. And I, | don't know it all, but
it was a judgenent call possibly in haste,
especially if you guys could not go ahead and
circling one nore time and havi ng everybody get on
life jackets.

Q Did you have a seat when he decided to go?

A At the start of it, | did, and |I |ooked up
and | could see a couple of the waves cresting and
what | did was | canme down off the edge of the bough
skirt and went inside behind the door, nore or |ess,
to stay out of the water spray. Because | knew we
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were going to take water over the bough. | never
expected that he took broadside.

Q I n your experience, is that a |ogical
avenue to take or nost mariners would just stay
facing the waves?

A Agai n, because | dealt with the -- with
Cascades Locks and the way the water will flow up,
you are dealing with waves that are, waves and
swells that are simlar in reaction and necessary
reaction to themas you are to the ocean. And | am
dealing with a boat that is basically two inches
above the water. | have taken water over the bough
because | have had the bottom drop out from

underneath nme as | would come over and | just didn't

quite power out of it. If | crossed the river from
one side to the other, |, when they are cresting,
and when they are capping, | do not cross on
paral l el conditions under any circunstance. | wll

guarter, depending on the wind, and | have to start
fromone side of the river to hit the other side of

the river and | have to do, you know, just short

burst as waves do, | will cut it across that wave.
But, for down river, | will keep it bough into the
water. | just, you know, | just don’t do it.

Q Have you been on this boat before?
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A No, | haven't.
Q This was your first tinme.
A This is the first tine | have been out

with this charter.
Q Okay. And you have been in other, you

have been aboard other charter boats?

A | have been onboard other charter boats
here in Garibaldi -- and Hi nkle Bay and Newport and
Br ooki ngs. That pretty much covers it.

Q Did you know the master?

A No, | have never net this gentlenan.

Q Any signs that the master was drinking or

anything like that?
A No, no. In fact one of his comments was,
on ny boat there is no drugs or booze. | will turn

around. And, you know, this was part of his pre,

pre thing.
Q Okay.
A Thi s was, he made that evident before we

ever |eft the dock.
Q Okay.
LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: Any questions?
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | will go over what
you covered.
As probably you al ready know,

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

12

it was going to be a serious investigation.
MR. HAMLETT: Right.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- in contact with

you again. The nunber you gave us, is that your

e [

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes.

honme?

MR. HAMLETT: | have a cell phone, but it
got wet. Once it is back up and runnin once | get
a different phone, you try nme at ﬁ

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. | have got that
one.

And you live in Portland?

MR. HAMLETT: Correct.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: G eat. Have you

spoken with Tam after the incident?

MR. HAMLETT: No, | have not spoken with

Tam .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. HAMLETT: | was not sure, | had heard
that she had survived. It was, you know, ny

t houghts were, you know, after the way this thing
went over, there was no way that, where she was that
she was going to get away from from being crushed
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by the boat, particularly being toppled. We
rolled around inside there. It was like being in a
washi ng machine. It was --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: All the passengers
were inside the cabin?

MR. HAMLETT: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No. Sonme were in
the --

MR. HAMLETT: There were five of us. There
was four of us and two people that were al so
survivors, that were inside. There was, ny son was
sitting right outside the door, and I still don’'t,
he doesn’t know how he got back in. The rest of
the remaining 19 were outside, where you have got
six of us inside, one right on the perineter of the
door, and again, | don’'t know how he got back in
except that, you know, I am-- when you are able to
hand your son a life jacket, he goes out the w ndow,
you know, it is like, hey, you are not asking
gquestions, you are just thank God.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It is not a hard
guestion, the people that you nentioned, did they
all survive, your sons, son-in-|aw?

MR. HAMLETT: My sons, both of ny sons, ny
son-in-law, myself survived. The two other guys
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that were in the thing, one of them started out a
wi ndow and got stuck, and ny son-in-law said he
didn’t pull, he just booted himout. My son’s
father, nmy son-in-law s father did not survive. He
was in the boat with ne when ny youngest son went
out and the last thing I heard, | identified himon
t he beach. Because | stayed there and | DED on the
beach, because | knew he had on a green sweatshirt
and | knew him

LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: Anything el se you can
t hi nk of that we should know?

MR. HAMLETT: | wish, | am | thank God we
are alive. | don’'t think I would have run it. |
think I would have held off and waited for the tide
to subside a little bit nmore to be able to head
right into it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Di d the boat appear
to be running all right?

MR. HAMLETT: The boat was running fine.
The, the two first bigger swells as we started out,
he had to power out because when it dropped into the
chop, the chop was real hard. And | nmean, they just
cane up, and he was, he had been runni ng ki nd of
west, kind of staying into the swells. And he had to
power out and he canme up over the second swell and
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the third swell was the one that just an absol ute
monster. And | would have stayed, | woul d have
st ayed headed.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | understand this --
it had a lot to do with the -- of people that
weren’t there with you, so.

MR. HAMLETT: | didn't try to be a hero.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No, | understand.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: 1 ki nd of covered ny

kids and -- | stayed in there for probably close to
10 m nutes | onger after everybody had gone, | didn't
know if | was going to see it or not, | tried to --

| had enough conposure to know whet her, when the
life jackets were under the seat, and | knew where |
was and | knew that if there was any way to get out,
get themlife jackets, because | know what it is to
be out in the washing machine in that cold water

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Any expl anati on on,
between the time you flip and the time you started
handing out the life jackets, was it al nost
i mredi at e?

MR. HAMLETT: Al nost inmediate. As soon as
we righted ourselves to a point of stabilization
upsi de down, the water was filling to where it was
at least four foot deep, and we were, | was handi ng
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out life jackets and trying to, everybody got them
and --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Everybody was
standi ng on the --

MR. HAMLETT: Everyone was standing on the
bottom side of the roof, of the flying bridge. And
there was, there was at one point where | | ooked at
my ol der son, and himand | butted heads big tine,
but | just |ooked at himand said, |I |ove you, man.

| didn’t know if either one of us was going to get
out .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: All right, sir, |
appreciate it.

MR. HAMLETT: OCkay.

LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: Thank you.

(Pause.)

LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: All right, can you
state your nanme, please?

MR. LOLL: My nanme is Brian Loll, B-R-1-A-N,
| ast nane spelled L-OL-L

LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: And today is the 14 of
June, 2003, and the time is 14:15 | ocal.

EXAM NATI ON OF BRI AN LOLL:

Can you please tell us what happened?

A We were going deep sea fishing trip and we
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started heading out of the jetty on Tillanook Bay to
the nouth and then they pretty nuch told us there
were signs, warnings of rough bay, it was all lite
up and everybody knew that. And we actually waited
for about 40, alnmpst a half hour, 45 m nutes. |
didn’t have a watch, but ny guess, circling around
and just waiting for it to cal mdown, and they kind
of gave us a clue that once |low tide finished and
instead of com ng back up, it m ght cal mdown and we
woul d head out. There was three other boats,

anot her boat fromthe sane conpany and then two
others, two others were bigger and they waited about
a half hour and then they took off, and then the
other charter boat, it waited another 10, 15 m nutes
and it took off. And then we waited, | think our
captain was a little hesitant, | don’t know, it
seened to ne, he even waited another 15 m nutes
after the other boat left. And then he started
headi ng, he started to head out. And started going,
it started getting pretty rough and we basically
seenmed to be going straight into the wave, cresting,
hitting pretty hard, and then going out and
cresting. And | don’t know how many, five, | don’t
know, five or six, seven tines, it did that over
this, I mean, and the | ast one we basically conme up,
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and it was come down, and it was a big down, and
then it was just like a wall, you know, it was
probably twi ce the size of, you know, nmaybe 10, 15,
twice the size of the other ones, the waves were
hitting through. And we started com ng down, and
all of a sudden he turned, he started turning the
boat north. But, the one thing I, |I nmean, | had
never gone through the bar or the jetty, but, the
bars, | wanted to see, | was just in that little
cubbyhol e, |1 ooking out the wi ndows, so | was

wat ching all of this, and |I noticed kind of on the
waves that, it was kind of two peaks, main, huge
sections, they were like a little valley, in-between
or sonething, and then it appeared to be kind of
turned the boat, and it |ooked like it was trying to
head for the peak, but |I had seen this wave, it was
com ng way too fast. A l ot faster than he expected
because right as he started to do the turn, and head
for it, it looked like it just hit us and we roll ed,
| know at | east once, maybe twice. | don't think it
was anynore tinmes than that. And then, once we
finished rolling, it was upside down and | think, at
this time none of the wi ndows or w ndows had busted
out yet. And the cabin, | think the cabin door in

t he back, I think with the force of that first
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i npact shut, sonmehow shut, because the water was
only up to about to the waist. M father and Mark,
the captain, we first started, he gave us a safety
course or showed us stuff, and indicated that the
life vests were inside the cabin. And showed us
that and said if there is a problemthat is where
they are at. O since we were all trapped inside
there, we basically started ripping the hole that
where all the stuff had fallen out of, ripping them
out and | ooking at them and trying to find them

We found the vest, there was, | believe, eight,

yeah, eight people inside that got inside there, and
we all got a vest on. And then, basically was
sitting there waiting, and the water was swirling
about the waves, well, then we started rocking and

t hen crashing back, didn’t, never upright, and the
view | had when | was |ooking, | could see the water
started getting light and, you know, a bunch of

wi ndows on ny, as | was facing the bough, | guess,
the west side of the boat was al ways com ng up. And

after like the third or fourth time of it com ng up,

| realized, | think the water busted out the
wi ndows, | could see one w ndow was busted out, and
then the other one, | think, right bel ow broke,

because after that | tried to notice that the water

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

was coming in real fast, and the water was
basically, | don’t know, up to nmy chest and it was
goi ng up.

No one really panicked, but we were al
basically saying we got to get out of here, we have
got to get out of here, because we knew we had to
get out. One of the guys went through the little
w ndow, got stuck, | shoved himout. | think
anot her guy in the back, kicked the door open. |
found out, that he was saying -- he went out the
hatch in the back. So he kicked the door open and
got out that way. | managed, by this tine the water
was filled up and it seened |ike there was a crack,
because | was standing in about a foot, a foot and a
foot and half in air, and | could see the w ndow,
and basically made the decision, | was either going
to drown in the boat or | amgoing to drown trying
to get out. And | couldn’t fit through the w ndow
with ny vest on, so | had to take it off, and I was
trying to keep it, so | could get it on when | got
out and I couldn’t, I lost it. But, | got out, and
took the ride, the waves to the shore. And when I
was about 300 feet from shore, when | realized that
you can wal k, tried wal king the rest of the way in.

Q Okay. Have you been on charter boats
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bef ore?
A This woul d be the second tine.
Q Second time. Okay. Have you been, have

you ever been on this vessel before?

A No, | have not.

Q Did everybody have life jackets on inside
t he vessel before going out and then took them off
as they were headi ng out?

A No. We never had any, he just, we were
just shown where they were at, and we never had any
life jackets on after we started | eaving the dock,
no one had any jackets on.

Q Did you put on the life jackets after you
had overturned?

A Once the boat overturned, we |ocated where
they were at and we put them on

Q And then to get out through the w ndows,
you had to take yours off.

A Yes.

Q Did the other people have to take off,
theirs off?

A The way it sounds sone of them | heard
one say they did because he just said he got struck
goi ng through and he had to, he w ggled out, and got
out. And | think nost of, | think nost of them I
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don’t know. | heard, | heard sone of them say that
t hey had them on, and they got out with them on, but
t hey got caught up because the glass was, | think it
was a gl ass wi ndow, because nobst of us got cuts. And
| think the glass was, it was sagging the glass and
stuff was sagging, so, | think they were getting
stuck. And | know, ny father-in-law said he had to

take his off, and he bear hugged it the rest of the

way i n.

Q Did your father have one on?

A | believe ny father had one on. Once we
started getting real high in the water, | basically

| ost sight of where ny dad was at.

Q Ri ght. Have you had nuch experience at
sea or with boats?

A Not recently. Wen | was younger, ny
gr andf at her had a boat, and | went out a bunch of
times with, on little, smaller boats on | akes,
not hing major |ike the ocean. | knew to be
cautious and careful and watch yourself.

Q Were you worried going out fishing today?

A No, | was kind of, | shouldn't say
nauseating, but a little bit at first when |
started, we were going along and it was fine, and
t hen when they got to the, we could see the bar and
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how t hat was, ny father-in-Ilaw said, hey, you shoul d
| ook at the waves, and | | ooked out and | kind of
was a little hesitant, | wasn't really worri ed.
(I'nterview ended.)
LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: My nane is Lieutenant
Bill Linmbaugh, I amwith the U S. Coast CGuard,
Marine Safety Office, Portland. Today is the 14 of
June 2003. The time is 14:35 local time. And | am
with Chris Ham ett.
EXAM NATI ON OF CHRI S HAMLET
Q How ol d are you, Chris?
A Twenty si X.
Q Can you go ahead and tell us what
happened?

A Yes. Got on the boat, got ready. The

guys that -- and then we cruised down, had the waves
for -- in the jetty, not making it out, because the
waves are too fast. And then we headed out, we

were the last group to go out. And we started goi ng
over the waves when they were getting real big, and
then a wave cane at us, just an angle and it | ooked
i ke sort of a -- but, the wave that we were on,
sideways on it and we were on this wave and the wave
was com ng at us, and we kind of curved across the
wave and couldn’'t make it to the -- in the wave, and
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it was com ng over top of us. And pouring in the

wat er and just rolling, everything was taking on,

filling up and then we were upsi de down, people were
trying to talk -- and trying to get people. W were
still on a wave or sonething and the boat was

swaying, it kind of, you could kind of see the
wi ndows, trying to find a way out, and that is where
we got out, the wave kind of |ike broke the w ndow

and the water started com ng fast, you know, and we

needed to get out. And | had been entrapped in
this corner and I kind of -- around the seat, and
really -- back up. And | got out through the

wi ndow, and ny dad and ny brother, nmy brother-in-I|aw
was still in there. And | knew that they were
bi gger guys, so, | was thinking if they could get
out, I was trying to hang on the guard rail and
t hi nki ng maybe | could pull sonmeone el se out. But,
t he waves had crashed and I -- the guard rail, on
t he bough of the boat. | stayed there for a few
m nutes, helping to people go out. | just couldn’t
hang on any nore, and | was going down, | had to get
out of there. | have never -- | was hangi ng on the
life jacket and --

Q Did you, you weren’t wearing your life
j acket ?
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A No, no one had life jackets on. W were
inside the, when it flipped over and we had to find
life jackets, put themon -- And ny brother tried to
help this guy out and --

Q When you got out, were you wearing your
life jackets?

A Yes.

Q Did you have any problem --

A | put it on, and | was trying to figure
out how it was suppose to strap on and | was going
to -- | had it wapped around ny arm and woul d get
ahold of that rope part -- cane off when | --

Q Did they show you how to put on the life

j ackets before you left?

A No, they didn't. | never had to put on a
life jacket --

Q How many tri ps have you done charter
boat s?

A | guess, five.

Q Have you been on this particul ar vessel
bef ore?

A Not that one exactly. | don’t think that
one. The boat seened a little small for that --

Q Why is that?

A Well, that, I don't know, maybe it just
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the way we were going through the waves, that nade

it seemsmller, but --

Q Were you scared as you crossing the --
A Not really. It was kind of cool, going up
and down, | enjoyed it. | like being on the ocean

It was |i ke the waves were breaking the connection
at us and we tried to cut across the wave and we
couldn’t neke it back. You could see the -- and we

rolled and it was --

Q You could see all this fromthe w ndow?
A Yes.
Q You were | ooki ng.

A Yes, yes.

Q Were you on the starboard or the port, on
the right or left side?

A Left.

Q On the left side. So you could see the

waves com ng

A Yeah. Because | was --
Q Ckay.
A | tried to sleep, woke up, and the waves

hitting us, we were going out, and I went to | ook
and | was -- these big waves and then the next wave
was there, the other one was com ng at the wrong
direction and we tried to -- above us, where the
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boat was - -

Q Do you know much about boats?

A Basically, ny dad, we do bass fishing,

| don’t know nmuch about big boats.

Q Okay. That was a pretty big one.

Anyt hi ng el se you can think of,

hear any radi o conversations --

did you

27

and

A Well, | could hear himtalking to the --

Q Who was that?
A The first one to go out --

Guard boat went out, and | said, go.

and t he Coast

He made it

t hrough and so they backed off, and then we were

traveling back and forth, waiting the waves out.

And then he decided to go, and --

Q Did you hear other radi o conversations

from ot her boats?

A No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: As you know this is a

very serious investigation. So, if there is going

to be foll ow up questions, we can reach you at your

Dad’ s?

MR. HAMLETT: Yes -- | have ny own phone

nunber .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You have your own

phone nunber.
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MR. HAMLETT: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can | have it,

v wverr

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

pl ease?

MR. HAMLETT: | usually have it --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. HAMLETT: We travel in --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You work in Sal em

MR. HAMLETT: Yes. It takes ne an hour to
get there and back. -- the traffic area -- five
o’ clock --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Al |l right, thanks.

(I nterview concl uded.)

LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: All right, my name is
Li eutenant Bill Linmbaugh, I amw th the Coast Guard,
Marine Safety Office, Portland. Today is the 14 of
June 2003. The tine is 14:53 local tinme. And | am
with Daniel Hamett.

EXAM NATI ON OF DANI EL HAMLETT

Q How do you spell your |ast name, Daniel?
A It is HA-ML-E-T-T.
Q Can you please tell us in as nuch detai

as possi bl e what happened today?
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A Wel |, Dad, Dan and | took off at six to go
bottom fishing. And the swells were like 12 by 12,
so we circled in front of the bar before we went out
for Iike an hour until about seven when we finally
headed out. And then the waves kept getting a
little bit bigger, | was sitting toward the back so
| couldn’t see the front. | couldn’'t see the big
waves that hit, and we went over one and dropped
down, and |i ke the wave was com ng up and it was
just like it was going to crest, and then it was

li ke a hole over here that the guy was going to like

go in. But, it just plowed the boat. Threw ne
out, I was out in the water for a little bit, and
then | ended up back in, like in the hole.

Q It threw you out of the cabin?

A Yes.

Q Thr ough a wi ndow or the door?

A No, | was sitting on the bench outside the
cabi n.

Ckay.
A And it threw nme out and then I was in the

water for awhile and then I got sucked back in the
cabi n sonehow. | don’t know. And then we found
t he wi ndows inside and clinbed out those.

Q Did you have a life jacket on?
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A Well, | had it, but | couldn’t find the
strap, so | just had to hold onto it.

Q Was this after your father gave it to you?

A Yes.

Q And you put it on, it was not strapped,
and you went through the w ndow?

A Yes. Well, when | went through the w ndow,
it cane off, and | just held onto it, | wapped ny
arm around the strap, but the straps were not down
the life jacket part, so | went through and then --
ki nd of body, kind or swma little bit. | was
exhaust ed.

Q Did they give you a brief before going
out, a safety brief?

A Yes.

Q Did they tell you how to put on life

j ackets?
A Yes. Well, we were inside the hole and
like there is a, probably -- on top and then stuff

floating around in there |ike big boxes and stuff,

and | don’t know, | got it on and | couldn’t find
the strap anywhere. | held onto it and that is al
| knew.

Q Bef ore you went out, before you crossed

the bar, did the master tell you how to put on the
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life jackets? Did they show you?

A
Q
before?
A
t hat one.

Q
A

Yes, they showed us earlier.

Okay. Have you been on this vesse

No. | have been out before, but not on

Were you scared?

There were a couple of years ago we went

out deep bottom fishing.

Q -- just waves you had been on.
A Yes.
Q Did you hear any radio traffic or anything
i ke that, on the radio?
A No.
Q No. Okay.
A No.
LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: Any questions, Russ?
(Pause.)
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | don’t think so.
LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: All right. This is a
very serious investigation, so, we wll probably in

contact w

f at her ?

th you agai n.
MR. HAMLETT: OCkay.

LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: You live with your
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MR. HAMLETT: Yes.
LI EUTENANT LI MBAUGH: Okay. Okay. Thanks for
We appreciate it.

(I'nterview ended.)
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